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PURPOSE:

To inform the Commission of updated plans and progress on King Street Station,

the inter-city and commuter rail facility in Seattle.

ACTION/OUTCOME:

No action is requested.

BACKGROUND:

Historic King Street station, located in south downtown Seattle, will be rehabilitated as

the central component of a major transportation center.  This project will link together

major statewide, regional and local public transportation services in the King Street

Transportation Center.

The rehabilitation will take place as a two-phase project.  Federal and Amtrak funds were

made available for a previous planned rehabilitation of the station.  This effort was

intended to involve a public-private partnership and IRS 63-20 bond financing.  Long-

term track capacity issues and legal concerns with the financing plan forced project

leaders to reposition the redevelopment as the two-phase project.

Phase One. The first phase of the project, the interim rehabilitation of King Street Station,

will be a quick fix-up of the currently used existing station interior space.  Upgrades in

this space, used by inter-city, regional and local travelers, will include the waiting room,

restrooms, ticket and baggage area.   Exterior work will focus on cleaning up brick and

tile work, roof repair or replacement, sidewalk repair, safety and security enhancements,

and improved wayfinding signage.  This will take approximately 18 months starting in

Fall 2002. The interim fix up of the station for use by inter-city and local transit users will

be carried out in 2003 using available federal, Amtrak, and TIB funds. The upgrades will

provide travelers with an adequate, comfortable, safe and secure space for a five to eight



year period while planning and implementation of the longer term King Street

Transportation Center takes place.

Phase Two. Historic King Street station will be rehabilitated as the central component of

a major transportation center where statewide, regional and local public transportation

services will be conveniently linked together.  The railroad station is currently used by 14

daily Amtrak inter-city passenger trains and 4 weekday Sounder commuter trains.

WSDOT and Amtrak plans are to increase the number of inter-city trains to 38 early in

the next decade.    Sound Transit plans call for commuter train services to increase to 30

trains Seattle-Tacoma-Lakewood and 12 trains Seattle-Everett with the full build-out of

Sounder by 2006.   Additional Sounder commuter train services are anticipated in the

next phase of Sound Transit’s regional transportation plan, which will take effect after

2006.   Seattle’s King Street Station will become the third busiest railroad station west of

Chicago, after Los Angeles and San Jose, California.

Transportation Center planning, design and engineering and securing of funding will

comprise the initial one to three years of the longer-term project. Construction of various

transit service enhancements will be the next step. The final stage of the project, complete

renovation of the historic train station,  and construction of the inter-city bus terminal,

will follow after railroad track and signal work is completed, and after the rebuilding of

Jackson Street and Second Avenue South Extension bridges. The proposed King Street

Transportation Center will provide a convenient transfer point between all public

transportation modes and will provide easy access for pedestrians and bicycle users.   The

transportation center is viewed as a key component in the further redevelopment of the

south downtown area by private developers and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe

Railway.

DISCUSSION:

The changed phasing of the scope of work moves the project forward in a realistic and

timely manner.  Federal, Amtrak and Sound Transit funds are available for of the Phase

One construction work.   Work will begin this summer for initial planning, design and

engineering of the Phase Two project. .    A variety of funding sources are being explored

for the Phase Two King Street Transportation Center.

For further information, contact: John Okamoto, 206-464-1211 or Ron Sheck, 206-398-

5069.


